August Newsletter

Talking to your children about Stranger
Danger

One of the greatest concerns of parents for

their children is “stranger danger.” The
secret to teaching children about safety
concerns is to educate without scaring. Let
your child know that most people are okay,
but there are some who cannot be trusted.
Let them know that if they learn the
techniques for abduction prevention, they
will be more likely to be able to protect
themselves. It is okay to be afraid because
their fear will remind them to watch out for
strangers. Focus on prevention strategies
rather than quoting details from new
stories, which elaborate on the frightening

experiences of the child victims.

Below you will find several questions for
you and your child(ren) to discuss!

What is a stranger? A person that
you and your parents do not know.

How might a stranger try to fool
you into getting into their car? By
telling you that your parents
couldn’t come and he/she was sent
to give you aride home.

How can you protect yourself? By
asking the person to give you the
family’s secret code word.

Is it safe to accept gifts from
strangers? No!

If a stranger stops his/her car near
you and asks for directions, what
should you do? Stand at a good
distance

from the car, even if asked to come
closer. Suggest the person ask an
adult.

If you become separated from your

parents at a store or mall, what should

you do? Tell someone who works in
the store that you are lost. Do not
wander. If you cannot find a store
employee, you might go to another
adult with children.

What should you do if someone grabs

you and starts taking you out of the

store? Yell, “l don’t know you!” clearly

and repeatedly.

What should you do if a stranger
grabs or hurts your friend? Run for
help from your parents, a teacher, a
police officer or another safe looking
adult. Try to write down the license
number.

In the event of an emergency, how can

you call the police/fire? Dial 9-1-1

What is a secret family code word
used for? To let you know that it is
safe for someone to pick you up.

If you come home to an empty house

after school, what is the first thing you

should do? Lock all of the doors

Are all strangers harmful? No. You
can respond politely as long as you

protect yourself. It is okay to be rude if

you feel at danger.

Remember that it is
important to review these

subjects with your child on a
regular basis to ensure they
remember the informatio
provided.
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